
Coronavirus And Church Activities Update: June 12th, 2020 

Further update June 22nd, 2020 
  

Hello everyone,  

 

You may have heard the recent announcement by the province regarding the opening of churches 

in Ontario.  Below is what is planned for ‘Opening Up’ Westminster Presbyterian Church. Keep in 

mind that this is new for everyone and you should anticipate changes may be required.  Session 

has approved the following plan to emphasize safety while focusing on God’s plan for our Church: 

 

Live- Streamed Worship services will continue to be the core methodology until COVID-19 cases 

are effectively eliminated or there is a vaccine. However, in the next few weeks: 

 

• We will expand attendance during the Worship Service from the current 5 to a 
maximum of 25 (the number that can be accommodated with physical distancing 
requirements and the 30% capacity limitation set by the province.) The additional 
attendees will be ‘invited’ based upon their unique needs. (such as individuals who 
cannot effectively access a streamed service or for other relevant personal needs).  
The additional 15 people will be accompanied by strict COVID 19 cleaning and 
building usage requirements. 

• No nursery care or Sunday School will be provided at the Church building until 
COVID-19 cases are effectively eliminated or there is a vaccine.  

• Junior or Senior Choirs will not practice or physically participate in Worship until 
COVID-19 cases are effectively eliminated or there is a vaccine. We will continue 
sharing our musical offering online as we are today. 

• All programs normally held at the Church that have transitioned to online delivery 
will be continued as is. (Vine, Thursday Bible Study, prayer group and youth groups) 

• Restarting of the Thursday Social, fellowship hour, church dinners, fund raising 
activities that involve usage of the Church building, and movie nights will not be 
restarting until COVID-19 cases are effectively eliminated or there is a vaccine. 

• A Home Church model is currently being worked on to compliment our streamed 
service and online resources.  This will address the need for fellowship, Sunday 
School and the growing of our faith through face to face exchanges with others that 
is missing in an online only setting.  More details will be communicated once we 
have a plan that we can move forward with.   

 
We will be calling Church members to check in to see how things are going, to review the 
plan and to identify those who may wish to physically attend services. If you have any 
questions please contact Steve Sainsbury at activeyouth@westminsterpc.ca or 705 220 
9016. 
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Further update – June 22nd 
 
After continued discussion among the elders as well as on the telephone calls that have been made, 
it has become clear that the time for re-opening the church building for Sunday worship is not yet 
here. We realize this is disappointing for some people, especially when the COVID-19 pandemic has 
brought stress and uncertainty to many people. But Pastor Ruttan and the elders think this is the right 
decision at this time, even though the provincial government has made certain allowances for limited 
gatherings. It is important to be prayerful, diligent, and mindful of the well-being of the wider church 
family and community. In late summer the elders will re-evaluate the situation and make a decision 
about possible dates for re-opening the building for Sunday worship. We feel very blessed that we 
can continue to worship with the live-streamed service, support one another in various ways, and 
access online resources like the Bible Study and a new Alpha online course that is set to begin July 
12th. 
 


