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Most of the definitions from the following list are summarized from Jon Thompson’s book Convergence: 
Why Jesus Needs to be More Than Our Lord and Savior for the Church to Thrive in a Post-Christian World. 
 

A) LOVE GIFTS (These manifest God’s love in practical ways) 
Administration: “a capacity to manage details of service functions so as to support and free those in 
leadership to prioritize their efforts.” -J Robert Clinton 
 

 

Helps/Serving: “the capacity to unselfishly meet the needs of others through very practical service.”  
-J Robert Clinton 
 

 

Mercy: “to cheerfully and practically help those who are suffering or are in need.” -Bruce Bugbee 
 

 

Giving: “the capacity to give liberally to meet the needs of others and yet to do so with a purity of motive 
which senses that the giving is a simple sharing of what God has given.” -J Robert Clinton 
 

 

B) WORD GIFTS (These clarify the nature, action and purposes of God) 
Teaching: “the ability to instruct, explain, or expound biblical truth in such a way as to cause believers to 
understand the Biblical truth.” -J Robert Clinton  
 

 

Exhortation/Encouragement: “the capacity to urge people to action in terms of applying Biblical truths, to 
encourage people generally with Biblical truths, or to comfort people through the application of Biblical 
truth to their needs.” -J Robert Clinton  
 

 

Apostleship: “a pure leadership and expansion gift, pushing boundaries and overcoming obstacles as the 
Church continues its God-given work under the Great Commission.” -Jon Thompson  
 

 

Leadership: “to cast vision, motivate, and direct people to harmoniously accomplish the purposes of 
God.” -Bruce Bugbee  
 

 

Shepherding/Pastoring: -to spiritually care for a group of Christians over a long period of time 
 

 



Evangelism: “to communicate the Gospel message in relevant ways to unbelievers.” -Leslie Flynn  
 

 

C) POWER GIFTS (These demonstrate the power, presence and reality of God) 
Prophecy: “when someone, usually in a congregation or large gathering, delivers a truth of a predictive 
nature or a situational word from God… to exhort the community, edify or comfort believers, or convince 
non-believers of God’s truth.” -Jon Thompson 
 

 

Tongues: “to spontaneously respond to a giving of an authoritative message in tongues by interpreting 
this word and clearly communicating the message given.” -J Robert Clinton  
 

 

Interpretation: “when someone speaks in tongues and another person understands what is being said 
and can interpret for the audience.” -Jon Thompson  
 

 

Intercession (a gift of prayer): -to regularly pray for extended periods and see frequent and specific 
answers to prayers, more than what other Christians might observe. 
 

 

Faith: -exceptional confidence in God, his purposes, and his work 
 

 

Discernment of Spirits: “a God-given sensitivity to truth, error, or evil.” -Jon Thompson  
(i.e. to tell when something is from God, humans, or Satan) 
 

 

Words of Wisdom/Knowledge (some think two categories, but may be one): knowledge about God or the 
Bible, but applied for living in a particular situation. -Jon Thompson  
 

 

Healing: -to be used by God to cure illness or give health in a way that can’t be explained naturally 
 

 

Miracles: “the releasing of God’s supernatural power so that the miraculous intervention of God is 
perceived and God receives recognition for the supernatural intervention.”  -J R Clinton 
 

 


